
Year 5/6 Newsletter: November 2019 

 

Dear Parents, 

 

We have had a lovely start to the term; the children have 

already shown their teachers how hard they can work and 

the quality they can produce. They have been excellent role models to the other children in the school, 

both in terms of behaviour and their general conduct around the school grounds.   

 

Expectations  

Golden rules: 

* Treat others as you would like to be treated 

* Respect other people and their property 

* Be responsible for your own learning 

 

Children will be praised for demonstrating our golden rules with house points, values bands and special 

mentions in assemblies.  

             

Sport in Year 5/6 

 PE – Our PE days for the academic year are Tuesday (indoor) and Friday 

(outdoor). We recommend that children bring their kit in on a Monday and take it 

home on a Friday to be washed. Please ensure your child takes responsibility for 

having their correct PE kit (white top with black/navy shorts and trainers) in school 

on these days and ensure that all items are fully labelled.  

 

Curriculum Overview – Term 1 

Our BIG QUESTION for term one is, ‘Hidden behind the 

picture is…?’. Year 5 and 6 will be looking at Georges Seurat’s 

painting, ‘A Sunday afternoon at La Grande Jatte’ during week one. 

 

We will be continuing to explore World War II and will be using 

the text ‘Goodnight Mister Tom’ by Michelle Magorian as our reading 

focus in our guided reading sessions. 

 

In addition to this, we will be looking at the Holocaust and using the books, Rose Blanche 

and The Harmonica to support this in English.  

 

Homework 

 

We are very aware of the pressure homework can place on family life, particularly when the time given 

to complete homework spans a single weekend.  Homework will be set on a Wednesday and due in for 

a Tuesday. There is an expectation that all homework is done to a good standard and handed in on time.  

 

 Maths Homework will vary between ‘My Maths’ and consolidation of recent learning in order to 

develop mastery.  We will be setting relevant tasks relating to the focus of our work in class and will 

be logging in to track individual pupil accuracy and completion of the tasks set.  Mrs Holden-White 

will continue to run a ‘My Maths’ club for those children who would benefit from support in 

completing their tasks or those without computer access.  Completion of ‘My Maths’ tasks are an 

expectation and should not be viewed as optional.  As the academic year continues and we approach 

the SATs, additional tasks and practise opportunities will be set for Year 6.  

 English homework will vary between grammar and comprehension in order to ensure your child is 

fully prepared to access the Year 5/6 curriculum. 

 Spellings will be set on a Friday and tested on the following Friday. These will be in line with spelling 

pattern we are learning in school and the national curriculum common exception words.  

 Children should be reading for at least 20 minutes a day and reading to an adult at least twice a week. 

All pupils will be issued with a reading diary and will receive special rewards for their efforts in reading.  



 Please be assured that each piece of set homework will reflect the work we have completed during 

the term, providing an opportunity for your child to consolidate their understanding 

 If your child has any difficulties completing the homework that has been set, please 

encourage them to see us so that we can offer them support and then them 

complete the task before the hand in date. 

 

Uniform: 

As role models of Southwold School, it is vital you look the part. Correct school uniform 

should be worn each day without exception. This includes a white or burgundy polo shirt with a burgundy 

or Southwold Jumper; black or grey trousers, skirts, shorts or dresses (yellow/red summer dresses 

allowed during hotter months); black school shoes and not trainers.  

A yellow card will be given to children who consistently do not attend school in correct uniform and a 

letter will be sent home to parents. 

 

Dates for your diary: 

12th and 14th November – Parents Evening 

W/C 18th November – Some Y5/6 children on residential 

Monday 2nd December – Walk to St Edburg’s Church for Christianity Topic 

Thursday 5th December – Thrilling Thursday 

Saturday 7th December _ Christmas Fayre 

Friday 13th December – Christmas Jumper day 

Tuesday 17th December - Spelling Bee 

Wednesday 18th December - Carol Concert at school 

Thursday 19th December – Finish for Christmas holiday 

 

Open door policy: 

As always, in Year 6 have an open door policy so please pop in and see us, or if you require a specific 

time, please make an appointment for us to have a meeting to discuss your individual child. 

 

We are very much looking forward to this academic year; working with the children and alongside 

yourselves to ensure every child in our classes reaches their full potential. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

Miss Wright, Mrs Holden-White and Mr Marshall.  

 

 


