
Term 1 2021 Newsletter 

Where will our future take us? 

Up, Up and away! 

 

Dear Parents, 

Welcome back to school after what we hope has been a wonderful summer. This is the start 

of what we are sure will be a fantastic, fun filled and exciting year ahead with lots of fabulous 

learning taking place. We have already had two great days back at school and we are so proud 

of all the Year 1’s and 2’s and how they have settled in to their new classrooms.  

 

 
 

This term our whole school big question is ‘Where will our future take us?’ and to 

launch this new exciting topic the whole school will be taking part in a hook day on 

Monday 6th September. The children will participate in a hook assembly based on our 

focus area of Computing. Throughout this term all our activities and learning will be linked 

to finding out about what the future might be like, futuristic transportation, space travel and 

the vision for future technology.  

In Year 1 and 2 our English work will focus around the text of ‘Bob the man on the moon’ 

by Simon Bartram. This is a story about a charming lunar caretaker called Bob and we will 

follow him on his daily adventures. Bob has a special job - looking after the moon. He keeps 

it clean and entertains passing space tourists as well as giving guided tours. He knows 

everything about the moon and that there is definitely no such thing as aliens! 

The children will be transported to space to learn about the planets and stars and even 

aliens. We are looking forward to reading some exciting space adventure stories and 

postcards created by the children. In Science and Humanities, we will be linking this to the 

theme of ‘Up, up and away’ to learn about materials and their properties, caring for 

ourselves and our families, learning about the local area and identify characteristics of the 

four countries and capital cities of the United Kingdom and its surrounding seas. 

In Maths we will be working on place value, number, addition and subtraction, measurement 

and geometry this term. This will involve daily fluency where the children will undertake 



deliberate practice of key maths objectives. This will be in the form of games, songs, rote 

learning and times tables keeping all the key skills on the boil. 

The children will be working in separate year groups for Maths, using the do it, secure it and 

deepen it mastery approach. This will also involve problem solving and reasoning with the 

use of maths equipment and word problems. 

Open Evening: Meet the Teacher 

 

Our Meet the Teacher Open Afternoon will be on Tuesday 7th September 2021 from 

3:30-4:30 pm. 

This is an informal drop in after school to meet your child’s new teacher and discuss any 

questions you may have for the forthcoming year.  If you cannot make this time, please let us 

know and we will be more than happy to arrange another time for you to pop in. 

 

Celebration of learning ‘Wonderful Wednesday’ 

 

Year 1 and 2 would like to invite you to their Wonderful Wednesday celebration of 

learning on Wednesday 20th October 2021 at 2:00pm in your child’s classroom. Here the 

children will be presenting their fabulous learning about this term’s topic and big question. 

You will have the opportunity to view children’s work and take part in activities with the class. 

*Please put this date in your diaries, but the event will depend upon current 

Covid19 DFE guidance and restrictions. A decision will be made nearer the time 

and communication will come out to all.* 

 

PE 

 

Year 1 and 2 classes will have their outdoor P.E on a Thursday afternoon and 

indoor P.E on a Monday afternoon. We ask that you continue to ensure your 

child keeps their P.E kit in school for the entire week and that your child has 

suitable clothing for the weather as we will be outside (jogging bottoms and a 

jumper may be appropriate with the colder weather approaching). PE bags will be kept safely 

on the children’s pegs. 

 

Homework 

Your child’s homework will differ this year, with the majority being set online, and will be set 

on a Wednesday consisting of:  

• RWI storybook (independent reading) and book bag book 

• Picture book (to share with a family member) 

• Online homework e.g. Purple Mash, My Maths or similar (passwords 

will be sent out over the next few weeks) 

• RWI Spellings 
 

We will use Purple Mash and other platforms to set English, Maths and topic activities and all 

homework will be differentiated so that children feel comfortable with what they are able to 

achieve. Please make sure your child completes their homework on their own so that we can 

assess what they have understood (reading homework to children is absolutely fine!). Spellings 

will come home on a Friday and children will be tested the following Friday.  

 

Uniform – please name! 

Please, please, please can we urge you to NAME ALL UNIFORM. This includes coats, PE 

kits, wellington boots, hats, scarves and gloves etc. if possible. With almost 80 children in the 
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key stage it is much easier to get lost property back to the right person if it is named. Thank 

you for your cooperation with this. 

 

Toys 

Before the Covid-19 pandemic the children were allowed to bring a small, pocket 

sized toy to play with at break times. This can no longer happen due to the 

potential transfer from home to school.  
 

Please ensure your child only brings a drink, packed lunch (if not booked in for a school 

dinner), coat and, as the weather gets colder, a hat, scarf and gloves. Thank you for your 

support with this. 

 

Communication 

Although we encourage independence from day one, our doors are always open so please 

feel free to contact us at any point- we would rather you talk to us, than worry about 

something we can answer or resolve quickly! Please telephone or email the school office to 

ask any questions or share any concerns you have.  

 

Telephone: 01869 324061 

Email: office@southwold.oxon.sch.uk 

 

Once again, we are really looking forward to welcoming you and your child to Year 1 and 2. 

We are excited about the year ahead and the ongoing learning which we can celebrate 

together. 

Thank you for your on-going support and please feel free to pop in if you have any concerns 

or worries. 

 

Mrs Hooton, Miss Stef and Mr Milward 

 

 
 

 
 

 


