
Early Years recommended apps 
Some of these apps have in-app purchasing 
 
Apps 

Nessy apps: Hairy Letters, Hairy Phonics 1,2&3, Hairy words 1&2 (£2.99 each) 

This will help your child to learn the name and sounds of each letter and keywords. 

Collins Big Cat (free) 

A great animated book for young readers, where the children have several options: have the story read to them, read the story themselves or adapt 
the images to create their own story. They can write their own text or record their narrative; with opportunities to add speech bubbles and thought 
bubbles. 
 

Endless series e.g. Endless Wordplay  
These apps are animated and use a range of funny voices to explore letters and numbers, which children will love! 

 Sight Words & Phonics Reading 
Reading games & fun educational activities to learn phonics & sight words. A great way to learn phonics, sight words, tracing, and complete 
adventure missions. 
 



Reading Eggs 

To support learning to read, covering phonics, sight words, spelling, vocabulary and comprehension. 
 

Noisy Crow apps (cost varies) 
You can buy books to see and listen to on your hand-held device. 
You can also borrow books or buy books from this company. Each book comes with a free audio reading using children’s voices, complete with 
sound effects and original music. Just scan the QR code with your smartphone or tablet and hear the story.

 
 

CBeebies (free) 
Go Explore - Fun Early Learning Skills App 

Get Creative - Open-ended Creative Activities App 

Playtime Island - Fun Games for Kids App 

Storytime - Reading Stories App 

Monster Hunt: The Memory Game (free) 



Great for developing attention and concentration skills, and improving working memory. You get a few seconds to view where th e monsters 
are hidden and then have to click on their hiding places. The difficulty grows, the better you get!  

Bugs and Buttons (£0.99) 
This covers a wide range of basic skills: numbers and counting, fine motor skills, colours, sequencing, sorting, basic problem solving, matching and 
memory games, etc. It makes use of many tablet features – swipe, multi-touch, tilting, pinch and zoom. There are stamps as rewards, and 
encourages voice-overs; you can also pause or change the levels on games. 

Bugs and Numbers (£2.99) 
There is plenty of basic fun maths tasks to keep children involved from counting games to more advanced activities. 
 
 

 EduGuru Maths (£1.99) 
This covers a variety of maths in a fun way. 
 

Singing Fingers (£0.99) 
This lets you finger paint with sound. Just touch the screen while you make a sound, and colourful paint appears. Touch the paint to play back the 
sound again! 
 

Isle of Tune Mobile (£2.99)  
Create your own unique musical journeys from street layouts. Roadside elements are your instruments and cars are the players. 
 



Thinkrolls: Kings & Queens (£3.49) 
The scientific thinking required to solve the puzzles has a magical tone, with flying potions, ghosts and mirrors, and magical harps to put crocodiles 
to sleep. Challenges require thinking and planning ahead, but kids can try without penalty until they figure it out. The levels get progressively harder, 
and kids must complete all the chapters in one story before moving on to the next. As players complete each level, they collect candies and gems 
that unlock more costuming options to customize Thinkrolls characters. No reading is required. 
 
 

Puppet Pals HD (Free or £1.99 to include a Directors Pass) 
For free, you have a limited collection of ‘puppets’ or cartoon characters and some backdrops which you can act out scenes, move around, record 
audio and generally get creative! The completed scene can then be exported to your camera roll to be used as part of a film in another app, such as 
imovie or Vintagio, etc. If you have the Director’s Pass you can access all the options, including a range of characters and settings and the chance 
to use your own photographs as backdrops. You can also use images of yourself and crop the outlines to create puppets of yourself! 
 

Doodle Buddy (free) 
Has plenty of options including stencils, stamps, backgrounds, images from the ipad’s photo albums or the internet. Children  
can create a variety of brush strokes and easily undo any mistakes. There are options for adding text, comic -style speech bubbles and 
annotations with completed designs able to be shared, saved and printed in the usual ways.  
 

CBeebies (free) 
This area has lots of fun and educational programmes for children. 
 

Bee Bot (free) 
Beebots are used as an introduction to programming and control, the children understand that pressing a certain button has an effect on the 
Beebot’s movement. Once having understood this concept, children can enter sequences of instructions and can predict routes and plan them. This 
app improves skills in directional language and programming through sequences of forwards, backwards, left and right 90 degree turns over 12levels. 



 
 
Podcasts 
Podcasts are a perfect screen-free activity for kids. They all have in-app purchases.  
 

Kids Listen 
Listen to favourite shows, and discover new ones, with the Kids Listen app. It has fun and educational content – science, literature, history, bedtime 
stories, serialized stories, mindfulness/meditation, music, inspirational interviews, and more 
 

Fruit Punch Music   
It’s a kid-friendly music-streaming service with music that can appeal to older kids and parents, too. It’s Safe as each song passes a multipoint 
approval process that ensures children will never hear anything inappropriate. 
 
 

Fun Exercises 

https://www.youtube.com/c/GETKIDSMOVING/featured 

LETS GET KIDS MOVING - Whats up Superheroes? My name is Glenn Higgins, Personal Trainer and Health Coach form London England here to help your kids kickstart 

their fitness journey with workouts. 

 

https://www.nhs.uk/10-minute-shake-up/shake-ups 

Change4Life and Disney have teamed up to bring you play-along games inspired by your favourite Disney and Pixar characters. These 10-minute bursts of fun will really 

get your kids moving and count towards the 60 active minutes they need every day. 
 

https://www.gonoodle.com/ 
 
This engages and inspires kids to channel their boundless energy–getting them up, moving and becoming more mindful. Created by child development experts. 

https://www.youtube.com/c/GETKIDSMOVING/featured
https://www.nhs.uk/10-minute-shake-up/shake-ups
https://www.gonoodle.com/


https://www.youtube.com/c/KooKooKangaRoo 
 

Koo Koo Kanga Roo is the dance-a-long show from Bryan and Neil, two friends who set out to experiment with live music and make it more fun.  
 

https://www.youtube.com/c/CosmicKidsYoga  
 

Interactive adventures which build strength, balance and confidence - and get kids into yoga and mindfulness early! 
 

https://www.getset4pe.co.uk/ResourceBank/ResourceCategory/1002  
Active games to help your children and community move at home 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/c/KooKooKangaRoo
https://www.youtube.com/c/CosmicKidsYoga
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 Communication and Language 
 

 
Listen to stories, poems, songs and rhymes. 

Act, sing and dance on our ‘Wow Stages!’ 

Use Tales Toolkit structure to retell own stories. 

Develop vocabulary through our role play area, small 

world and puppets to act out scenarios. familiar and 

unfamiliar settings linked to our themed hooks: Circus, 

Ballet, Punch & Judy shows, Karate, Cinema and our 

Talent Show. 

Ask a variety of ‘who, what, when, where, why,’ 

questions linked to Welly Wednesday activities. 

Discussing important times of being a Reception class 

using photo of the year to stimulate emotions, 

vocabulary and relationships. 

Expressive Arts and Design and Understanding the World 

Creative opportunities to use a variety of medias for designing and 

making: clown hats, decorate ballet shoes, wands & a coronet, paper 

concertina dancers, ribbon wands for dancing, puppet theatre using big 
boxes, sock puppets, lolly stick puppets, kitchen roll crocodiles, dragon 
paper boats, giraffe hats, dustbin bag dance costumes, packet for sweets or 
a popcorn holder, bunting, ninja masks and karate belts. 
 

Music opportunities: 

Develop knowledge of songs and rhyme.  

Explore instruments and use of these to create different beats and 

sounds for effect. 
 

Welly Wednesday activities will focus:  

Season of Summer, minibeasts, plants-herbs& flowers, importance 

of wind and bubbles. 

Read seasonal stories that inspire their knowledge and play. 

Solve problems in nature and develop their life skills. 

Promote exploration to increase their awe and wonder of the 

world. 
 

We will discuss and discover traditions relating to: Father’s Day, 

May Day, Chinese Dragon Boat Festival, Christian Ascension and 

Summer themed activities. 
 

When using technology, we will: 

Become programmers through physical grid and arrow activities 

and use of simple software and buttons on ScratchJr. 

Develop our online safety skills through stories, discussing our 

SMART rules, everyday situations that involve being online and 

exploring how to manage our online information. 

 

 

 

Mathematical Development         
Count on in 1s from 0-50.  Count back in 1s from 20-0. 

Count in 10s from 0-100 using equipment. 

Count in 2s and 5s from 0-20 using Numicon & Tens 

Frames ‘2 wise’ and ‘5 wise.’  

Be able to correctly write the numerals 0-10.  

Subitise standard(dominos/dice) non-standard patterns1-6 

Recognise teen numbers on Tens Frames. 

Double, halve and share numbers up to 12. 

Estimate quantities that are more, less or the same as 

5/10. 

Confidently use a variety of careful counting strategies. 

‘Show’ numbers 0-10 using one or two hands. 

‘Throw’ numbers 10- 20 using fingers. 

Use ‘Part, Part-Whole on Tens Frame & Cherry diagram. 

Spot the mistake/ odd one out in images of 0 to 10. 

Say what is the same & different about an amount. 

Recognise, count and order numbers 1-20 using a variety 

of equipment. 

Compare numerals by saying the biggest and smallest. 

Add and subtract with Numicon, Tens Frame & pictures. 

Record their work in a variety of ways. 

Solve problems doubling, halving, sharing, adding & 

subtracting when comparing lengths, weights & coins. 

Build-up 2D & 3D shape knowledge of properties. 

Describe, copy and make up own simple patterns. 

Term 6 

 

What is the greatest show? 

 

Focus: - Literature and P.E. 
 

   
 

Mrs Holloway, Mrs Palser, Miss Hinton 

 and the Early Years Team 

 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development and 

Physical Development 

 
JIGSAW topic, ‘Changing Me:’  

Understand that everyone is unique & special,  

Express feelings of change,  

Respect the changes they see in themselves & others 

Know who they can ask for help from 

Be excited about change. 

 

Exploring values: thoughtfulness and appreciation. 

 

In preparation for Sports Day, the children will: 

Develop coordination and manipulation skills by playing 

dress up garden races, balancing bean bags on head and 

potatoes on spoon races and practise throwing, catching, 

batting balloons, various sized balls and bean bags. 

Understand the importance of regular exercise by taking 

part in the ‘Daily Mile’ and themed Zumba sessions. 

Increase physical stamina by playing ‘Heart Pumping 

Charades’ and creating our own ‘Cruft’s Show’ by making 

junk modelled dogs on leads to run alongside. 

Develop teamwork by playing buddy sports. 

 
Weekly Dough Disco and Funky Fingers will develop their 

fine motor skills. 

 
 
 

Reading and Writing 

Exploring texts: Bellamy Brickle’s Circus Dream, You 

see a circus, Ballet dreams, Dogs don’t do ballet, 

Giraffes can’t dance. 

Watch film clips to inspire reading and writing. 

During daily RWI, learn to read. An increasing number 

of phonic sounds and Rotten Red words. 

Use phonics to read and write simple regular words in 

sentences and captions.  

Locate written information. 

Begin to write some irregular words.  

Write a selection of genres: Circus lists, tickets to a 

show, invitation to a ballet, messages between Punch & 

Judy, posters to advertise the events e.g. circus, 

brochure to detail the performers in our talent Show, 

review of the circus acts, and sentences to create 

stories. 

Develop their writing stamina.  
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