
 

 

 

 

  

Year 3 and 4 – Willow Class and Maple Class 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

We hope you that you all had a lovely time with family and friends during the half term break and are feeling 

refreshed, ready to start our new term. 

We are excited to launch this term’s BIG question, ‘What’s between the pages?’ beginning with our Hook Day 
where we will be planning, writing and illustrating our own stories. Throughout this English focussed term, Year 3 
and 4 be exploring Anthony Browne’s picture books in detail, looking at his style of writing, illustrations and hidden 
meanings.  
 
School Values 
We continue February’s value of ‘Honesty’ and we will be exploring this value through our school and home lives. 
We will be looking for children who demonstrate ‘honesty’ through their work, play and friendships for a special 
award at the end of the month. We have discussed being honest even when this may be difficult. The children 
have embraced our values based learning and regularly put our School Values into practise. We hope you feel 
that this is also being demonstrated at home. If you have any ideas for how links between home and our School 
Values could be improved, we would like to hear from you. In March our new value is ‘Friendship’.  
 
Swimming 
Willow Class and Maple Class will begin weekly swimming lessons on Monday 4th March.  
Please ensure that children have the correct swimming kit every Monday: swimming costume for girls, 
swimming trunks/shorts for boys, a swimming hat (can be purchased from reception) and towel. 
Maple Class will be leaving school at 9am, travelling by coach to the leisure centre and will be back in school by 
10am. Willow Class will leave for their swimming session at 9.30am and return to school around 10.30am. 
 
Southwold Reading Challenge 
To promote regular reading for pleasure at home, we have launched a school Reading Challenge. When children 
have read at home 15 times and this have been signed by an adult, they will be sent to Mrs Wollington for a small 
reward. Once the children have read at home 30 times, they will receive a small prize. After that, the counting 
starts again from 0. We would really appreciate your support in promoting this challenge, to get children reading 
more frequently! Children can only receive a ‘reading stamp’ if their Reading Record has been signed by an 
adult each time. 
 
World Book Day 
As part of our BIG question ‘What’s between the pages?’ we are looking forward to celebrating our love of reading 
on World Book Day (Thursday 7th March). We would like everyone to bring in their favourite book and children are 
welcome to dress up as a book character if they wish. 
 
Active Classrooms and PE 
This term, our indoor PE session will be swimming on a Monday morning. Our outdoor PE session will be Netball 
on a Thursday afternoon. It is important that all children have appropriate kit for all PE lessons: T-shirt, a 
jacket/fleece/jumper and trainers for our outdoor sessions. 
 
Homework 
The children will have homework and spellings set each week on a Friday and will be expected to have completed 
the homework by Wednesday. This homework will alternate between English and Maths but may sometimes be 
Topic based.  
 
MyMaths Homework and other homework can be completed in school on a Wednesday lunchtime in the Computing 
Room. We expect every effort to be made to complete the homework at home; please only use homework club if 
it is absolutely necessary.  
 
As a school, we are encouraging the children to practise common spellings and times tables regularly. The children 
are tested on this every Friday. There are many apps, websites and games available to help make times tables 
practise more fun and engaging. Year 3 and 4 particularly enjoy ‘Supermovers available on the BBC website. This 
contains videos with songs, dances and actions to practise the tables. 
 
We also ask that you read for pleasure with your children at home as much as possible, it helps to develop their 
language and comprehension skills, as well as improve their writing. We’d love to see the children enjoying books 
as much as possible. To help develop the link between school and home reading, we will be collecting children’s 
Reading Records alongside homework books every Wednesday. We would like to see the children filling in 
their diaries regularly, whether they read to an adult, or themselves. This contributes towards the school Reading 
Challenge! 
 
 
 

 



 

 
 

Parent Helpers 
We welcome any parent helpers into Lower Key Stage 2, whether you have a skill in art, a sport or you another 
skill that could be shared, please let your child’s class teacher know.  
 
We would especially appreciate anyone who is able to listen to children read in the afternoons. 
 
Important dates for this term  
Monday 4th March – Swimming starts 
Thursday 7th March – World Book Day (bring your favourite book into school with optional dress up costume) 
Friday 15th March – Red Nose Day 
Tuesday 19th March – Friday 22nd March – Year 4 Stone Farm Trip 
Saturday 30th March – FOSS Easter Egg Hunt and Fayre 
Tuesday 2nd April – Parents Evening – 3.30pm-5.30pm 
Thursday 4th April – Thrilling Thursday – 2pm-3pm 
Thursday 4th April – Parents Evening – 3.30pm-7.30pm 
Friday 5th April – End of term 
 
 
 

We look forward to working with you and receiving your feedback, 
 

Your Lower Key Stage 2 Team, 
Miss Bowles, Mrs Stanley and Mrs Penny. 

 


