
Years 4 and 5 Class Newsletter 

Spring Term 2019 

 

 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

A Happy New Year and welcome to the first half of Spring Term 2019. It is 

lovely to see your children back and ready for the weeks ahead. We kick start 

January with a week of Science and investigation, providing the opportunity 

for the hands on experiences that the children enjoy so much. 

Our big question, therefore is . . .  

 

 

 
 

 

This term we will be basing our writing around Hortense and the Shadow, a 

beautifully illustrated book presenting a number of dilemmas for the 

protagonist, Hortense. It links neatly with the Science Topic Light. In Humanities 

we will look at key figures such as Galileo and Neil Armstrong as well as the 

events of the Space Race between the US and the then USSR. 

 

 

 

Can we investigate? 
 



In Art we will be exploring print to design and create a Space scene. We will 

think about different ways of printing and materials to use. 

In DT we will be designing, making and evaluating a space vehicle, thinking 

about whether it would be fit for purpose. 

             

This term both classes will have their final few weeks of swimming lessons on a 

Monday. Please ensure that children also have their PE kit in school for our 

Games sessions later in the week.  

 

Our science topics this term will be Light for Year 4 and Space for Year 5. We 

will continue to build investigative skills and think of bigger and wider 

questions which are more challenging and open. 

 

 

During our daily reading sessions, we will continue reading 

comprehension in a focused way, skimming and scanning and 

modelling how to find & answer question types, always referring to 

the VIPERS that the children already know. There will be time to 

practise handwriting, as well as quiet time to drop everything and read 

(D.E.A.R) and immerse themselves in their own books. Weekly spellings based 

on strategies or patterns learned that week or relevant topic or science words 

will be given out on Friday and tested a week later. The spelling sentences 

demonstrating that the words are understood will still be expected on 

Wednesday. 

 

For homework, we will be setting a ‘My Maths’ computer based 

task or a Maths/English paper worksheet, as well as spellings. 

Remember, if your child needs some help with any of the ‘My 

Maths’ tasks or they do not have access to a computer, there will 

be a weekly session on Fridays  with Mrs. Holden-White where this 

homework can be done. Any child not completing and handing in paper 

homework on the given day will also have to attend to ensure that the work is 

completed. 

 

If you have any questions please do not hesitate to come and see us. 

 

Yours sincerely,  

 

Mr. Street and Mrs. Wilson 


