
                                                                                                                                         

                                                                                                                                         

Early Years Newsbite 

TERM 1 
    

‘Where will our future take us?’ 
 

Dear Parents,   

Welcome; we are so excited about the year ahead! We hope you have all had a 

lovely and relaxing Summer; we can’t wait to hear all about your child’s Summer. 

Please remember school hours are 8.45am- 3.15pm for Reception and 8.45am-

11.45am for Nursery (8.45am-3.15pm for 30 hours children).  

This term our whole school big question is “Where will our future take us?” During 

the term we will be finding out all about families and friendship and how they help us 

to become unique. Please see the attached curriculum overview to find out more. 

What children need to bring to school 

Children will need: 

 Labelled school uniform (especially jumpers/ cardigans) 

 Book Bag with their name on 

 Labelled Water bottle (water, no squash) 

 Coat (labelled) 

 PE Kit- labelled 

 Change of clothes permanently in school 

 All weather trousers for wet weather (labelled) 

 Sun hat and cream (labelled) on sunny days 

 Wellington boots to keep in school- please label clearly and ensure your child 

recognises them 

 A voluntary selection of fruit to share at snack time 

 A voluntary £1.00 on a Monday which will go towards additional treats such as 

weekly cooking and experiences 

 

P.E 

Children will be taking part in PE each week and will need a 

PE kit in school. This will need to include a white t shirt, 

dark shorts/ joggers and trainers. Please ensure all E kits 

are fully labelled. Please ensure children are not wearing 

jewellery. 
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Personal Care 

You will have received a personal care letter in your pack when starting the school or 

may well have already signed one. Please can you ensure your child has a change 

of clothes bag in school on their peg and also talk to the team if you have any 

worries/ concerns that we should be aware of. We will always let you know if your 

child has an accident in school and will ensure they are fully looked after.  

 

Morning Routine 

Reception children will be going to assembly each day 

therefore children will need to be in school promptly for 

8.45am. On arrival, children will need to put their coats 

on their pegs, book bags in their drawers, snacks/ 

drinks bottles in the snack bay and then settle to their 

mindfulness activity in their key person bay. We ask 

that you talk through the activity each morning with your child, settle them and then, 

when ready, leave through the classroom door. 

Nursery children will not be attending assembly but will have the same routine as 

Reception, however can settle to an activity of their choice. 

 

Lunchtimes 

The reception children will enjoy their lunch in the 

school hall. We will stay with them during the first 

few days to ensure they have settled in and they 

will also have some lovely dinner ladies who will 

always be with them. The children will play out on 

the big playground alongside Key Stage 1 

children and will have different activities they can 

do such as colouring, ready books, playing ball games, skipping and much more.  

30 hours Nursery children will have their lunch in the Busy Beehive with a lunchtime 

supervisor. After they have finished, they will play in the Nursery garden. 

 

Tapestry 

As you are all aware your child will have an online learning 

journey this year which you can look at, at your pleasure. The 

team will work to upload at least one observation a week to 

enable you to enjoy what your child has been learning at school 

as well as being informed on their progress. Please take 

advantage of uploading photos and videos from home and sharing these within your 

child’s profile. 

If you have not signed your Tapestry letter please do so as a soon as possible so we 

can get you up and running! 
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Reading in Reception 

Over the first three weeks children will have phonic sessions each day. Once we are 

happy that they are accessing a number of sounds we will issue them with a reading 

book. It is important that the children read every night and books are read at least 

three times in order for the children to practise their blending skills. Children will also 

be given a pack of rotten reds (words that cannot be sounded out) so that they can 

play games and learn these at home as well as at school. Reading should be fun, 

therefore keep sharing books before bed, using all these crazy character voices and 

sharing what you think might happen next! There will be a reading workshop towards 

the end of the first term which we ask all parents to attend- more information to 

follow. 

 

Reading in Nursery 

There are some wonderful texts in our Nursery library which 

we would love your child to explore. Feel free to borrow 

these over night and share them with your child. All we ask 

is for you to sign the out and in at the beginning of the 

Nursery session. Reading is a huge part of the Early Years 

curriculum at Southwold so we know your child will be 

coming home to retell stories we have read on a regular 

basis! There will also be a reading workshop in school for 

Nursery children in Term 2- watch this space for more 

information! 

 

Junk Modelling 

We are always desperate for ‘quality’ junk modelling. This could 

include boxes of different shapes and sizes, yoghurt pots, bottles, 

toilet rolls, plastics lids, wool, shiny paper, wrapping paper… the list 

is endless. Please ensure the junk is fully washed and dried before 

sending it in. We ask that we do not receive boxes that may have 

contained nuts- many thanks in advance! 

 

Helpers! 

We really love having people into help! This might be regular support with readers, 

gardening, cooking or craft activities or even to help with some laminating; we never 

say no!! If you have a special skill you would like to share with the children, please 

let us know. Parents, Grandparents, Aunties, Uncles are all welcome… please let 

Mrs Holloway or Mrs Palser know! 

 

Home Activity for Nursery and Reception 

Each week your child will bring home a small optional activity to do over the 
weekend (Handed out Friday, return back in by Wednesday). This will also give you 
an update on our week and what we have been learning so your child can talk about 
it at home and have a go at developing this knowledge further. 
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Diary dates 

04/09/19 Term 1 starts. Reception half day. Nursery staggered start dates. 
05/09/19 Reception half day. Nursery staggered start dates.  
06/09/19 Reception full day in school. Nursery staggered start date. National ‘Read a 
book day’ 
27/09/19 McMillian Coffee Morning 
10/10/19 Phonics/ Reading Workshop- Reception parents 9.00am-10.00am – all 
parents to attend please (or a family representative) 
17/10/19 World Values Day 
24/10/19 Thrilling Thursday (9.00-10.00 Nursery, 2.00pm Reception. Last day of 
Term 1. 
25/10/19 INSET day 
 
 
Please feel free to pop in if you have any questions, concerns or worries. 

 

Mrs Holloway, Mrs Palser and the Early Years Team 

 

 

 


