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Year 1 and 2 

 

Dear Parents, 
Welcome back to school after what we hope has been a wonderful summer. This is the start of 
what we are sure will be a fantastic, fun filled and exciting year ahead with lots of fabulous learning 
taking place. We have already had two great days back at school and we are so proud of all the Year 
1’s and 2’s and how they have settled in to their new classrooms.  
 

       
 
This term our whole school question is ‘Where have we come from and where are we 
going?’ During the term we will be focusing on the history of Bicester. We will become street 
detectives, exploring the town centre, visiting historical locations and interviewing members of the 
public about our town. We will gather historical information about the local area and compare that 
with modern features of the town and also our school site. We will also be using our geographical 
skills to create maps with keys, learn about compass points and where Bicester is located in relation 
to the rest of the United Kingdom.  
 
Thrilling Thursday 
 
Year 1 and 2 would like to invite you to their Thrilling Thursday ‘Street Detectives’ on 
Thursday 18th October at 2.00-3:00pm in your child’s classroom. Here the children will be 
presenting their fabulous learning about Bicester in the form of letters to Mrs Wollington informing 
her about how wonderful Bicester and our school is. The children will share photo books and a film 
about Bicester and invite the parents to have a class quiz of knowledge about Bicester. 

 
 
Open Evening: Meet the Teacher 
 
Our Meet the Teacher Open Evening will be on Thursday 13th September 2018 from 5:00-
6:30pm. This is an informal drop in after school to meet your child’s new teacher/s and discuss any 



questions you may have for the forthcoming year.  If you cannot make this time please let us know 
and we will be more than happy to arrange another time for you to pop in. 
 
PE 
 
Year 2 and Year 1/2 classes will have their outdoor P.E on a Monday afternoon and 
indoor P.E on Thursday afternoon. We ask that you continue to ensure your child 
keeps their P.E kit in school for the entire week and that your child has suitable 
clothing for the weather as we will be outside (jogging bottoms and a jumper may be 
appropriate with the colder weather approaching). 
 
Homework 
 
This Year your child’s homework will always be brought home on a Friday. Children must hand 

their homework into their teacher by the following Wednesday, so that 
it can be marked ready for the next piece to be set. Homework will be 
English one week and Maths the next. However sometimes there may be 
a topic link as well. Homework will be differentiated so that all children 
feel comfortable with what they are able to achieve. Please make sure 
your child completes their homework on their own so that we can assess 
what they have understood (reading homework to children is absolutely 
fine!) All homework should be completed in pencil. Spellings will also 

come home on a Friday and children will be tested the following Friday.  
 
Purple Mash 
 
Purple Mash is a creative educational website for children. 
It  is  a  cross‐curricular  resource  that  your  child  can  access 
from home on a laptop, desktop or a tablet. Purple Mash is 
a safe environment that does not require any downloading 
or allow interaction with people online and children cannot 
make any financial transactions.    
Last year, your child came home with a Purple Mash username and password so that you and your 
child have access at home. We will resend these in case any have been lost.  
This year, we will continue to use Purple Mash in school to support the curriculum and we will be 
encouraging  the  children  to  continue  this  learning  at  home. Wherever possibly, we will  create  an 
option to complete homework on Purple Mash  in  the  ‘2Do’ area, such as weekly spellings. Take a 
look, as this could be another way of completing homework that might suit your child. 
 
Educational Visits 
 
School trips and visitors are one of the things children look forward to during their school life and 
the experiences and memories from them are extremely long-lasting. Children’s knowledge, skills 
and learning are enriched by visits and the first-hand experiences they offer.  
Our first excursion will be on Thursday 13th September when we will walk to Bicester town 
centre.  The children will conduct fieldwork activities such as identifying features of shops (family 
ran/commercial), amenities (supermarkets, cinema, library, estate agents, park) and historical 
features of St Edburg’s church and the older parts of town.  
 
Parent helpers needed 
 
If you would be interested in helping to develop children’s reading skills across Year 1 and 2 and can 
come regularly into school on one afternoon please put your name down on the sign- up sheet 
outside the Key Stage 1 classes. You will be provided with a quiet area outside of the classroom 
where you can listen to the children read and talk about likes, dislikes and puzzles within a book. 
 



Although we encourage independence from day one, our doors are always open so please feel free 
to grab us at any point- we would rather you talk to us, than worry about something we can answer 
or resolve quickly! 
Once again, we are really looking forward to welcoming you and your child to Year 1 or 2. We are 
excited about the year ahead and the on going learning which we can celebrate together. 
 
Thank you for your on-going support and please feel free to pop in if you have any concerns or 
worries. 
 

Mrs Holloway, Mrs Palser and Mrs Hooton 
 
 
 
 

Dates for your diary! 
 
10/09/18 Whole School Topic Hook Day ‘Where have we come from, where are we going?’ 
 
13/09/18 Open Evening across whole school 5.00-6.30pm 
 
18/10/18 World Values Day 
              Thrilling Thursday 2:00pm-3:00pm 


