
 

 
 

Art at Southwold Primary and Nursery School 
 

At Southwold Primary and Nursery we believe that Art stimulates creativity and imagination. It 
provides visual, tactile and sensory experiences and opens opportunities for children to feel 
engaged, inspired and challenged through the work of artists. Children will have access to a range 
of well taught skills and techniques from the start of their school life. This will come from teacher’s 
planning, as well as external visitors for workshops to support children’s learning and 
understanding with Art. The aim is for every child to reach their full potential, and show 
progression with a love for the Arts. This will be really supported and evident through a sketchbook 
as well as their A3 folder which stays with each child throughout their time at Southwold School. 
Children should be able to see the little steps they are taking in order to feel confident to apply 
themselves within their final piece.   
 
Aims are for children to: 

• Record from first-hand experience and from imagination, and to select their own ideas to 
use in their work;  

• Develop creativity and imagination through a range of complex activities; 

• Improve the children’s ability to control materials, tools and techniques;  

• Evaluate and analyse creative works and increase children’s awareness of the roles and 
purposes of art and design in different times and cultures  

• Develop increasing confidence in the use of visual and tactile elements and materials;  

• Foster an enjoyment and appreciation of the visual arts  
 
Organisation 

• Art is taught both as a discrete subject and through cross curricular topics based on a 

‘Big Question approach 

• We plan our topics around six open ended topic questions linking to a range of 

curriculum areas 

• Our medium-term plans focus on key objectives and skills for each year group 

• These plans define what we will teach and ensure an appropriate balance and 

distribution of work across each term 

• We plan the activities in Art so that they build upon the prior learning of the children 

• While we give children of all abilities opportunity to develop their skills, knowledge and 

understanding, we also build planned progression into the scheme of work, so that there 

is an increasing challenge for the children as they move up through the school 

Time 

• Art/DT is allocated the equivalent of one hour per week 
 
Equal opportunities 
We recognise that there are children of widely different art and design abilities in all classes, so 
we provide suitable learning opportunities for all children by matching the challenge of the task to 
the ability of the child. We achieve this in a variety of ways by: 
 

• Taking the time to develop and express ideas by all children  

• Setting common tasks which are open-ended and can have a variety of responses; 

• Setting tasks of increasing difficulty (not all children complete all tasks); 

• Using classroom assistants to support the work of individuals or groups of children  

• Providing children with opportunity and freedom to practice and express their feelings 
through art and design 

 
 



 

 
 

Continuity and progression 
Progression in Art is shown in the different expectations at each key stage. 
‘Big Question’ long term planning ensures continuity and progression based on our medium term 
plan which is derived from the National Curriculum.  Each child from Year 1 upwards has an A3 
folder which showcases the progression of their learning journey from the beginning of each topic 
to their final piece.  
 
Assessment 
Children’s work and performance will be assessed while observing them during lessons. The 
teacher passes on relevant information to other teachers. Staff hold regular parents meetings and 
written annual reports are forwarded to parents in the summer term. Art will be displayed, observed 
and returned to the child at an appropriate time. Photographs of artwork will be kept by the co-
ordinator. Children from Year 1 upwards have an A3 plastic wallet holding all their final piece 
outcomes and this is carried up with them throughout the school to show their progression.  

 
Teachers assess work through 

• Observation of pupils at work 

• Discussion 

• Attainment of completed work 
A whole school assessment tracker informs future planning for teachers, the subject lead and is 
used to report to parents.  
 
ICT 
We use computers and technology to support art and design teaching when appropriate. Children 
use software to explore shape, colour and pattern in their work. Older children collect visual 
information to help them develop their ideas by using digital and video cameras to record their 
observations. Children use the internet to find out more about famous artists and designers. 
 
Resources 
We have a wide range of sufficient resources to support the teaching of art and design across the 
school. Our classrooms and shared areas have a range of basic resources, but we keep the more 
specialised equipment in the art and design store. 
 
Health and Safety 

• Teachers check all products/tools before use. 

• Children are instructed in the proper use of all equipment in accordance with Health and 
Safety guidelines. 

• Only non toxic paints, crayons and glue are used 
 

 

 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
ART 
Year Group 

Topics 2020 - 2021 

Year 1/2 This year in Art we are going to be kick starting the year by looking at our 
drawing technique! We will be looking closely at our key text in English ‘The 
Lion Inside’ to create our very own drawing of a lion. We will be discussing 
and sharing our ideas, experiences and imagination along the way. Key 
skills we will be focussing on will be drawing lines of varying thickness, 
using dots and lines to demonstrate pattern and texture, and using different 
materials to draw such as pastels, chalk and felt tips! 
We are also going to be printing using a wide range of Art techniques in 
using colour and texture later in the year, using a variety of materials such 
as sponges, fruit and blocks to produce fantastic patterns and a wonderful 
final masterpiece! 
To finish off the year in Art we will be testing our concentration levels with 
textiles! We will be practicing patterns of weaving, as well as matching and 
sorting fabrics and threads for colour, texture, length, size and shape. 

Year 3/4 To set the scene for our first Big Question of the year, Year 3/4 will be 
looking into roman shields, mosaics and pots within sculpture! This will 
involve cutting, making and combining shapes to create recognisable forms! 
We will be using malleable materials such as clay to practice joining 
techniques.  
Later in the year we will be looking at Rainforest Art! This will be taught 
through printing where we will be making repeated patterns with precision 
and using more than one colour to layer within the print to create a 
wonderful final masterpiece! 
We will be finishing off the year by looking at Monet through collaging. Here 
we will be developing our skills of practicing key techniques such as 
overlapping, tessellation, mosaic and montage. Children will have gained 
confidence and independence to be able to select their own colours and 
materials to create effect, giving reasons for their choices and refining their 
work as they go to ensure precision.  

Year 5/6 Year 5 and 6 will be starting out the year focusing on drawing - carrying out 
observational drawings using simple perspective and a single focal point to 
show detail and accuracy of a specific area. 
From this, we will then be using a variety of techniques to add effects such 
as shadows, reflection, hatching and cross-hatching. 
Later in the year we will be painting! Looking closely at the greatest artists 
of the 19th and 20th century. We will be looking at key skills such as creating 
a colour palette, demonstrating mixing techniques and using a wide range 
of different paints to create visually interesting pieces. 

 


