
  

                                                                                   

January 8th 2019 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

  Thank you for all our Christmas cards and presents, and we hope 

that you have all enjoyed a restful holiday with your families. We wish you all a happy 2019.  

 

We welcome Miss Mac to our Early Years Team. She is our new Cherry Class teacher and is a 

full time member of the team. Mrs Sawyer will now be with us all day, and Mrs Stirrat will 

be with us on Mondays. Mrs Holloway is now our Early Years Lead and will be in the unit 

working with children and staff on different days. The rest of the team remains the same 

with Mrs Holden-White, Mrs Smith and Mrs Springett working full time and Mrs Bowne 

working Tuesday-Friday.  

 

This term we will be taking Reception children into the whole school assemblies twice a 

week. These assemblies begin at 8.55 and so we ask for your help in encouraging Reception 

children to come in to school independently so that we can have the children ready on time. 

We will also be encouraging the children to become more independent by changing for their 

weekly PE session, so please ensure that they have the appropriate clothing in school. We 

will send it home at half term to be washed.  

 

Thank you so much for sending in fruit to supplement the free fruit that school provides for 

children. Can we ask that if you are sending in fruit that requires cutting that you do this at 

home for us, otherwise whole fruit is very welcome as it saves us lots of time in preparation 

each day. The children are showing that they understand what makes up a healthy, 

balanced diet, and the fruit that you supply is helping to set them up for the future. Most of 

the children have now settled into the routine of eating their hot meal at lunchtime and we 

hope that they are able to tell you what they are enjoying week by week. If your child has 

not been trying the school meals it isn’t too late, just book them on using the website each 

week or ask in the school office if you are having difficulties. 

 

Some of the children are regularly bringing toys in to school. This can sometimes become an 

issue if they are large or battery powered and ‘noisy’. We understand that it can help 

children to part from an adult in the morning, but would like children to only bring a toy in 

on Wednesday for ‘Show and Tell’. For ‘Show and Tell’, please encourage small toys that are 



not battery powered, a piece of work they have completed at home or an item of interest 

from a family day out.  

 

This term we begin with our new whole school Big Question ‘Can We Investigate?’ The 

children will be taking part in several experiments and out work this term will have a 

scientific focus; finding out about slippery surfaces, waterproof materials, what makes a 

strong house and more. If you can, why not upload some photos to Tapestry so that we can 

see the science that our children are experiencing outside of school and use it to inspire 

them inside of school.  

 

Homework for Reception children will be a ‘pick n mix’ of activities. You will receive a 

separate sheet and a home learning book in which photos, drawing or writing can be 

recorded. If you can find 30 minutes per week to choose one activity from the menu to 

complete with your child, we would be very impressed! We also ask that you continue to 

read and practise the reading and writing of rotten red words at home.  

 

A word and sentence writing challenge will be coming home for Reception children to follow 

this term, and those who participate will receive a certificate as they did with the name 

writing challenge last term. One child will be selected at random for a special prize, so it’s 

worth having a go! 

 

Homework for Nursery children will be to continue to share books at home and the children 

will be encouraged to borrow one book per week from our class library. We will also be 

sending home Ten Town login details for the children to use at home to explore number 

using a device or computer. If you would like to ask any questions about this type of 

homework, please see a member of the team and we will be able to help you.  

 

We are always keen to encourage parent helpers in EYFS and if you have a spare hour please 

do let us know! There are always children keen to read or an art activity that needs adult 

support, so don’t be shy! 

 

Thank you for your continued support and please do talk to us if you have any questions or 

concerns, after school is the best time to catch one of us.  

 

                     Your Early Years Team  

 

 


